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Lucretia Mott, 1793-1880 


NE of the memorable dates annuall observed 100 
the National Woman's P is Je anuary thi 

the birthday of Lucretia Mott. —— Mott gave 
her life for three movements for freedom, namely the 
abolition of slavery, for equal rights between men and 
women and for peace een nations. Her work for 
the freedom of the Negro has been accomplished by 
three amendments to the United States Constitution, 
the 13th and 14th and 15th. Her work for liberalizing 
the lives of women has been partially accomplished by 
the passage of the 19th amendment giving women the 
vote. The time is now ripe for a second woman’s 
amendment to the Constitution under which it will 
be necessary for each state to equalize its own a, 
as between men and women, for inheritance, 

ship, divorce, ability to contract, 


Equal Rights Amendment Introduction 


A the opening of the 77th Congress, the proposed 
equal rights amenqmertote the Constitution of 


the United States wagzintroduce A* the tenth suc- 


cessive Congress. It was Ne Senator Guy 
M. Gillette, of Iowa, ¢oncerral Gn” nator Gerald 
nators Millas@ nga; rge 
Radcliffe of Maryland, atid Senator W. J. Bulow of 


South Dakota. The Resolution is S. J. Res. 8. In the 
House it was introduced by Representatives Louis 


Ludlow of Indiana, H. J. Res. 2; U. 8. Guyer of Kansas, 


H. J. Res. 16, and Bartel Jonkman of Michigan. 

It is interesting to note the liberality of sentiment 
exhibited in the state of Kansas for the woman move- 
ment. Kansas gave women the vote back in 1912. 

Kansas was the third state to 


etc. and will compel the Courts 
to apply 1 modern principle 
of equality to cases involving 
the 2 22 rights of wo- 
men. In 1833, at a convention 
to form a National Anti-Slavery 
Society in Philadelphia, a cause 
then h unpopular and dan- 
gerous, Mrs. Mott said: “Right | 
principles are stronger than 
3 names. If our 2 
* why should we be 
— ? Why should we wait 
for those who never had the 
courage to maintain the inalien- 
able right of the slave?” Lucre- 


“And I said to the man who stood 
at the gate of the year: ‘Give mea | 
light that I may tread safely into the 
unknown.’ And he replied: 
into the darkness and put thine hand 
into the hand of God. That shall be 
to thee better than light and safer 
than a known way.” 

By Minnie L. Haskins, of England. 
Quoted by King George .VI in his message 


a ratify the woman suffrage 
amendment in 1919. Senator 
Charles E. Curtis and Repre- 


sentative *D. R. Anthony, both 
of Kansas, were the first mem- 
bers of Congress to introduce 
the proposed amendment in the 
68th Congress. Senator Arthur 
Capper, today, is one of the col- 
laborators who assisted in the 
introduction of the amendment. 
Also Representative U. S. 
Guyer, who stated that he would 
continue his interest in the sub- 
ject and try to get favorable 
consideration for the Resolu- 


‘Go out 


tia Mott’s motto was “Truth for to his people, in 1939. tion to the end that the proposed 
authority, not authority for 25 amendment may be submitted 
truth.“ In these seven words — — — do the states. 


are to be found her character. 
A Hicksite Quaker, Mrs. Mott believed that the light 
ogra exceeded all external authority. We begin 
od 1941 in our crusade for justice for women 
Truth, and with the courageous example of 

pale A Mott to point the way. 


Memorial services in the Crypt of the Capitol, a 
wreath and flowers laid on the Adelaide Johnson 
statue of Lucretia Mott marked the day. Among those 
who cipated in the wreath-laying were Mrs. Avery 
Coonley, Mrs. Karl Green, Miss Martha Souder, Mrs. 
Dora G. Ogle, Dr. Margaret Sebree, Mrs. Clyde L. 
Garrett and her daughter Katherine from Texas, Miss 
Mary Hill Weed, Miss Katherine Y. Sanborn of Wis- 
consin, Mrs. M. A. Dock, Mrs. Marie Moore Forrest, 
Miss Betty V. Mayer, Mrs. Helen Stewart and Mrs. 
Harvey W. Wiley. Mrs. Mary Heffernon, our Rhode 


Island State Chairman, was hostess at the tea at Head- . 
Kansas have been the introducers. 


ing Chairman of New Mexico. 


Dakota; 
W. Gibson of Vermont. In the House of Representa- — 


Senator Guy M. Gillette, the 
intoducer, recently told the Chairman that he would 
be very glad to introduce the Joint Resolution. 

Representative Ludlow has introduced the measure 
in six successive Congresses. He comes from the state 
which produced Robert Owen, the founder of the New 
Harmony Colony in 1825. It was here that the first 
school in the country, for the free education of boys 
and girls in the same classes, was established. The 
son, Robert Dale Owen, labored to secure juster laws 
for married women. To New Harmony came Frances 
Wright, the first lecturer on the equality of men and 
women, to study the work of the Colony. 

Other introducers of the measure in the past to 
whom we are grateful have been Senators John G. 
Townsend, Jr., of Delaware; Gerald P. Nye of North 
Edward R. Burke of Nebraska, and Ernest 


tives Frederick W. Magrady, of Pennsylvania; Am- 


-brose Kennedy, of Maryland, and U. S. Guyer of 
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To Give Courses On Status Of Women 


Tt is interesting to learn that two institutions of 
learning are simultaneously launching courses on 
the subject of The Status of Women. 

The Graduate School of The American University, 
here in Washington, under the direction of Dr. Ellery 
C. Stowell, starts such a course Feb. 5th, at 8 p. m. 
and on each successive Wednesday thereafter. The 
course is as follows: 


Feb. 5. The Program of the Inter American Com- 


mission of Women, by Senorita Minerva Bernadino, 
V. Ch. of the Commission and Miss Mary Winslow, 
the American representative. | 
Feb. 12. Legislation for Women Workers by Miss 
Mary Anderson. 
Feb. 19. The Federal Amendment by Mrs. Harvey 
W. Wiley. | 
Feb. 26. Women in Diplomacy by the Hon. Florence 
Jaffray Harriman, 
Mar.5. Women as Officials by Miss Josephine 
Roche. 


Mar. 12. The Work of the Women’s Organizations 
by Dr. Esther Caukin Brunauer. ey 


Mar. 19. Physiol of the Woman by Dr. Margaret 
M. Nicholson. | 


Mar. 26. Women in the Field of Labor Law Ad- 


ministration by Miss Mary La Dame. | 

Apr. 2. Economic Status of Women as related to 
Population Policies by Dr. Frank Lorimer. 3 
Bn og 9. Women as Consumers by Dr. Caroline F. 


Apr. 16. Family Expenses by Dr. Faith M. Wil- 


Apr. 23. Coordination of Women’s Interests by Dr. 


The other course, to be given at Russell Sage College, 41 


The Dignity Of The Soul 
EMMA GUFFEY MILLER 
HAT many of our opponents fail to realize is the 


fundamental principle back of our desire for 
the Equal Rights Amendment. It is not merely that 


women may control their own property, have an equal 


right over their own children, be permitted to hold 
positions and offices on the same plane as men, be 
granted the right to do their own labor bargaining; 
in other words have all the existing legal inequalities 
done away with. No, there is something far more than 
these apparent things; something that is not visible 
on the surface, something that cannot be put on ex- 
hibition because it is deeply hidden, though always 
resent in everyone who loves freedom. It is what is. 
ic in Democracy and in a civilization based on 
law, and law to be just should apply equally to both 
men and women. 

Perhaps this can best be described as an eternal 
emotion since it survives all suffering and overcomes 
all obstacles. 

In one of Thomas Mann’s essays he uses the phrase, 
“The Dignity of Humanity.” I have always felt that 
to be not only an extraordinarily fine phrase but one 
that embraces the very best of our desires and ideals. 

No people can attain that dignity unless they pos- 
sess true freedom, and freedom to be real, must go 
below the surface of material things. Therefore, if 
people as a whole are to rise to such dignity, then 
every individual man and woman must feel in his or 


her own soul that spiritual freedom without which 


they are spiritually shackled. 

What keeps hope alive in the hearts of Poles and 
Czechs throughout the world? What makes little Eng- 
land invincible regardless of cities laid waste and har- 
bors made useless? People are willing to die for their 


homes, their families and their country but what 


takes far more courage is the willingness to endure 


Fears of hardship and the utmost distress. What keeps 


their bodies from bending and their spirit from break- 
ing? It is the free soul that lies within. 

Take every external right and comfort away from 
a proud people or individual, but there still remains the 
Dignity of the Soul. While all may possess it, yours 
belongs to no one but yourself, and a realization of 
that dignity brings to each of us an indominable su- 


premacy. 


Hence, we who believe in the Equal Rights amend- 


ment are conscious that back of all material and legal 


n lies this very essence of liberty whose home 
the Soul. 
And thus, if women are to be truly free, this inner 


spirit must be given an opportunity to rise to any 


height. 

Dictators may come and go! They can dictate in- 
tolerable terms, control men’s lives to the nth degree, 
but their sway will not remain, because there will al- 
ways be enough people in the world who respect this 
inner dignity to rebel. 

And thus we women in this contest for the rights 
of humanity are not expressing any new thought; the 
newness of it is the fact that there are so many of us 
who realize the eternal truth back of man’s desire for 


freedom. Long ago it was summed up in these words: 


“The things that are spiritual are the things that are 
eternal.” So, with that eternity of the spirit we go 
forward to victory. 


Troy, N. V., planned to begin Jan. 26, is to include: The 


Education of Women; Women in the Occupations; Eco- 


nomie Position of Women; Political Status of Women; 
Position of Women in the Home; Coordination of the 


Interests of Women and Women in War Work. 
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District Of Columbia Branch 


WE HAVE PIONEERS TOO! 


HANKS to the generosity of William K. Vander- 
bilt, Theodore W. Noyes and the members of the 
D. C. Branch, of the N. W. P., a second hand Ford 
was purchased last summer by the Branch, with which 
7 1 oy through the West and blaze a trail for Equal 
4 
Mrs. Marie Moore Forrest, Chairman of the D. C. 
Branch, started alone last July and drove to Colum- 
bus, Ohio, where she was the guest of Dr. and Mrs. 
A. B. Wolfe in their beautiful home. Mrs. Wolfe, 
known to us as Clara Snell Wolfe, is Chairman of 
Organization for the N. W. P. Mrs. Forrest spoke 
at a large meeting at Columbus and from there went 
to Detroit, Michigan, where Olive Hurlburt, our de- 
voted Michigan State Chairman, and the Detroit 
Branch under the leadership of Mrs. Charles McGibbin 
arranged two large meetings at which she spoke. 
Miss Hurlburt accompanied Mrs. Forrest from De- 
troit on the long trek to Wyoming, stopping for five 
days at the Merry-Go-Round of | 


South American To The Fore 


PUERTO RICO 


NRIQUE ORTEGA, Director of Tourism of Puerto 
Rico, in his recent invitation to the National 
Woman’s Party to hold its 1941 Council Meeting i 


in > 
Puerto Rico, makes the statement that Puerto Ri 


roudly holds the honor of being the first country in 
panish-speaking America to grant women . 
rights, thus recognizing the important place t 
women play in the progress and development of our 
nation. Our Island has the distinction of being the 
only spot under the American flag on which Columbus 


ever set foot and is proud of its history, which is 


growing more vivid as Puerto Rico becomes our 
Gibraltar of the Caribbean for the defense of democ- 
racy.” In a radiogram from Muna Lee, Maria E. 
Machin and Margot Arce a further statement is made 
that Puerto Rico was the first country south of the 
Rio Grande to extend the vote to women citizens and 
to elect women senators and representatives.” These 
three Ambassadors of Good Will urge us to come 

because of the great service the 


the Chicago Democratic Conven- 
tion. From Chicago the two wo- 
men motored through the in- 
tense August heat of Iowa, and 
- parched Nebraska with its dust 
storms, taking every opportu- 
nity to speak at gas stations 
and wayside grocery stores, on 
Equal Rights, Mrs. Forrest 
always at the wheel. 

Next came Cheyenne, Wyo- 
ming, where they arrived just 
as the Rodeo and the Willkie 
Specia! boomed into town. Miss 
Hurlburt left the car to hunt 


One Nine Four One we still are here 
To celebrate a glad New Year! 
God’s mercy doth to us abound 

That we are still above the ground. 
Then for His goodness let us raise 
With thankfulness a song of praise, 
And hereby dedicate our days, 


Woman's Party has rendered 
toward raising the legal status 
of women throughout the West- 
ern Hemisphere. 
| CUBA 
ons signed 
mulgated July 6, 1940. 
Articles 13, 15 and 16 provide 
that all persons born in Cuba 
are citizens of Cuba, and that 
_ foreigners may become Cubans 
by naturalization: 
ArT. 13. a. Foreigners may 


up celebrities and Mrs. Forrest To serving Him in all , become Cuban citizens in accord- 
was left in the center of the < ne ance with law after 5 years of 
rincipal street surrounded by A. K. W. continuous residence and not 
ndians, frontiersmen and Chey- - less than 1 year after declara- 


enne police, all friendly to Equal 


tion of intention to secure Cuban 


Rights and the car with the D.C. 
license. 

From Cheyenne the women went on to Laramie, 
through Wind River Canyon to Caspar and finally 
arrived in Greybull where lives our beloved Wyomi 
chairman, Lizabeth Wiley, who entertained them m 


hospitably. From here Miss Hurlburt returned home, 


and after speaking at meetings, Dude Ranches an 

other places, Mrs. Forrest began the “long trail” alone, 
telling the gospel of Equal Rights- 
thousand miles in Wyoming, Montana, Idaho and 
Oregon, through Big Horn, Sheridan, Cady and other 
Canons to Salem, Oregon, a wild and hazardous way, 
replete with lonely valleys and steep precipitous 
mountain passes. 

In Salem, Oregon, Mrs. Amy C. Ransome, Second 
Vice-Chairman of the Party, joined Mrs. Forrest. To- 
gether they were the guests of Senator and Mrs. 
Charles P. McNary and then they drove to Pasadena, 
California, the home of Mrs. Ransome. During the 

14,000 miles of this interesting trip, through 22 states, 


Mrs. Forrest and her companions addressed hundreds 


of people, at 100 or more meetings and interviewed 
some of the most important people of the far West. 


Tea will be served, on Inauguration Day, Jan. 20th, at Alva 


ALVA BELMONT HOUSE | 
Belmont House from 4 P. M. to 6 P. M. to members of the Party. 


rough three 


naturalization, provided they 
are familiar with the Spanish language. 

b. Foreign men who marry Cuban women, and for- 
eign women who marry Cuban men, when children 
are born of their union, or if they reside continuously 
in the country for two years after the marriage and 

rovided they renounce their original nationality, may 
me Cuban citizens. 


ArT. 15. A Cuban woman married to a foreigner 
retains her Cuban nationality. 


ArT. 16. Neither marriage nor its dissolution af- 
fects the nationality of either of the spouses or their 
children. 

TITLE 1V—Fundamental Rights 
SECTION V—Individual Rights 


ArT. 20. All Cubans are equal before the law. The 
Republic recognizes neither personal exemptions nor 
privileges. 

All discriminations by reason of sex, race, color, 
class or any other discrimination which may detract 
n 2 dignity are declared unlawful and pun- 

e. 


The sanctions incurred by those who violate this 


precept shall be established by law. 


Ar. 33. Every B ogee can without subjection to 


prior censorship f express his thoughts orally, in 
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writing, or by any other graphie means of expression, 
utilizing for the purpose any or all of the available 
means of diffusion. 


ArT. 38. Every act which prohibits or limits the 
participation of citizens in the political life of the 
nation is declared punishable. 


TITLE V—The Family and Cn 
SECTION V—The Family 


Art. 43. The family, maternity and marriage have 

the protection of the Nation. 

arriage shall be valid only when performed by 
officers with legal capacity. Judicial marriage is gratis 
and shall be by law. 

Matrimony is the legal basis of the family and shall 
rest on an absolute equality of the Shige of both 
spouses. Its economic regime be organized in 
accordance with this principle. 

A married woman has full civil capacity and does 
not require permission or ge gg from her hus- 
band to control her property, to freely engage in 
commerce or industry or to exercise any professional 

r. 

Marriage may be dissolved by agreement of the two 
spouses or on petition of either for the reasons and 
in the manner established by law. 


The courts shall determine those cases in which, 
for reasons of equity, a union between persons with 
legal capacity to marry shall, because of their sta- 
bility and exceptional merits, be given the same status 
as civil marriage. 


Living allowances for women and children shall 
enjoy preference over ev other obligation, and 
against this preference no plea can be made of non- 
attachability of any propery salary, pension or eco- 
nomic income regardless of its kind. 

Unless the woman has proven means of subsistence 
or is declared guilty, an allowance shall be fixed for 
her in proportion to the financial position of the hus- 
band and also taking into account the needs of her 
social position. This allowance shall be paid by the 


husband until the ex-spouse re-marries, irrespective _ 


of the allowance paid to the children. 
TITLE VI—Labor, etc. 
Every worker is guaranteed a minimum wage or 
salary, which shall be determined in accordance with 


the conditions of each region and the normal needs 


of the worker. 

A like wage shall always be paid for like work, under 
identical conditions, regardless of the persons who 
performs it. 

The work or apprenticeship of minors under 14 
years of age is prohibited. 

ArT. 68. No difference can be established between 
wor 

Protection for maternity among the working class 
shall be regulated by law, which shall it to 
women employees. 

A pregnant woman cannot be discha „ nor re- 
quired, during three months prior to chil birth, to do 
work of considerable physical effort. 

During the six weeks immediately preceding child- 
birth and for six weeks following, she shall enjoy 
compulsory rest with compensation equal to what she 
was paid for working, retaining her position and the 


rights attached to it and covered by her labor contract. 


During the period of nursing her infant a mother 
shall be yn two special rest N a day, of one 
half hour each to nurse her child. 


| TWO PROTESTS |. 
ne Alto Times prints the following December 
| PROTEST VS. PROTEST 


The Palo Alto branch of the National Woman’s 
Party has registered with the state superintendent of 


public instruction its protest against the “growing 


opposition” to employment of married — Ry in 22 
tive occupations in Californa, and es 
educational system. The group holds at gh diss 
crimination is unjust, undemocratic and in conflict with 
—2 right to ite, liberty and the pursuit of hap- 
ess 

While we agree with the Woman’s Party members 
in that stand, we doubt the efficacy of a protest for dis- 
sipating the opposition. The “growing opposition” to 
the employment of married women is in itself a protest 
against a condition. But you cannot suppress one pro- 
test by merely protesting 9 8 that protest. 


In the same newspaper on December 20, 1940, ap- 
peared the following answer: 


THANKS EXPRESSED FOR EDITORIAL ~ 
Editor of the Times: 

My hearty thanks for your editorial, “Protest vs. 
Protest,” regarding our resolution against the banning 
of married women from lucrative occupations, espe- 
cially in the educational system of the state, a copy of 
which we sent to the state superintendent of public 
instruction. 

You say, however, that the “ ‘growing opposition’ to 
the employment of married women is in i a protest 
against a condition,” and that “you cannot suppress 
one protest by merely , against that protest.“ 
I assure you 2 the National Woman's Party does not 
limit i to “merely protesting.” We are using every 
possible method to remove all injustices against women, 
married or single, and to prevent their restoration. 
Our ultimate goal is the inclusion in the federal con- 
stitution of an amendment providing that “Men and 
women shall have 1 rights throughout the United 
States and every Pp lace subject to its jurisdiction.” 

3 “condition” to which you refer as the cause for 

married women from aga work is, of course, 
20 dot joblessness of something like nine million Ameri- 
can men and women. But those who oppose employ- 


ment of married women in consequence of this serious 


problem quite overlook the following facts—Not all 
men can support their families, and some will not: 
Many married women, for good and sufficient reasons 


are * or wholly the family breadwinners. But 
even if 


married women were adequately maintained 
by their husbands, why should they aloné be picked on 
to be banned or ousted from lucrative positions, rather 
than young, unmarried men and women whose parents 
are well able to support them? Or middle-aged men 
and middle-aged, unmarried women who have inherited 
or saved enough money to live in leisure? Many 
millionaire men are holdin itions that poverty- 
stricken folk could well fill. 
shelved? 
These questions should be pondered well by people 
who object 35 married women in luerative positions. 
I am ve by sd that as enlightened and progressive 
à daily as mes agrees with the stand taken by the 


Palo Alto 8 of the National Woman's Party. To 
be assured of this is in itself a big reward for a mere“ 
protest. So, again, I thank you. 
LAURA R. LONGANECKER, Chairman. 
Palo Alto Branch, National Woman’s Party. 


not urge that they be 
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Inferiority Protest 
HE New York City Committee of the National 
Woman's Party sent a strong protest to the Presi- 
dent of the New York Municipal Civil Service Commis- 
sion and to Mayor La Guardia against a general state- 
ment made in its report of December 26, 1940, as 
quoted in the press, that It may be that the inferiority 
of this group (housewives) is due to the fact that 

women, in general, are inferior to men.” 

The report in question was made on the results of 
the 1939 examination for Proportional Representation 
Canvasser, a test which drew 3,722 applicants for 
1,300 vacancies. The object of the study was to deter- 
mine the best group from which canvassers might be 
drawn, the duties of the successful applicants bei 
to count proportional representation ballots in the 193 
elections for Councilmen. 

According to the study, housewives, who made the 
greatest number of applications, showed a passing per- 
centage of only 37 per cent, a passing mark of 75 per 
cent being required to qualify. 

Discussing the relatively poor showing of the house- 
wives, the report says, according to the press: 

“It may be that the inferiority of this group is due 
to the fact that women, in general, are inferior to men. 
.. . Forty-seven per cent of the male office workers are 
qualified, but only 37 per cent of the female office work- 
ers. About 75 per cent of the professional men are qual- 
ified, but only 54 per cent of the professional women.” 
As yet there has been no opportunity to have the 
study analyzed, to show how the tests were made and 
enge their accuracy. However, no time was lost in 
protesting against the general statement on women’s 
alleged “inferiority.” 

In the past, it frequently has happened that the 
names of women applicants at the top of the civil serv- 
ice lists have been passed over in favor of men with 
lower ratings. The Commission is supposed to be im- 
partial, but with a Commission as biased as this one 
appears to be, a wholesale discrimination against 
women applicants is inevitable. 

Note: Mayor Fiorello La Guardia, replying on 
December 31st to the letter of protest, said, in part: 

“I saw the statement and thought it was silly. Surely 


it wasn’t the result of any accurate survey or experi- 


ment. The comparison made, the number of cases 
taken and the factors applied could not prove anything. 
.. . I can do no more than apologize for the act of the 
rm ge ee who issued the statement. It was not an offi- 
cial statement. I have written to the Commission, 
pointing out the needlessness, uselessness and stupidity 
of the statement.” 

| —JANE NORMAN SMITH. 


More About The Amendment Of The 
Massachusetts Constitution 


Dr. Everett W. Lord, President of Boston Univer- 
- sity, and the Mayor of Summerville (the city which 
has just been sustained by the Massachusetts Supreme 


Court in- barring married teachers as a matter of 


policy), are now collaborating to write an amendment 


to the Constitution of Massachusetts to make it con- 


stitutional to bar married women in Massachusetts 


from holding state, county or municipal employment 


or gain. 

See the U. S. Supreme Court decisions (118 U. S. 
356, 6 Sup. Ct. 1064, 30 L. Ed. 220 (and 125 U. S. 11) 
and (100 U. S. 359, 25 L. Ed. 676) and others to show 
that Ordinances or agencies of the State, or officers or 
agents by whom the powers of the State are exerted, 


may not do what the State itself could not do, in viola- 


tion of the XIVth amendment—so far as men are con- 
cerned. But. what about women? 


Meeting Of The Executive Council 


HE Executive Council met at Alva Belmont House 

on Saturday, January 4th, and a budget for 1941 
was adopted. A legacy of $1,000, left by Mary M. Mc- 
Clure, an old member of the Party, who died in Flor- 
ida, in April, 1940, was brought to the meeting by the 
executors of her estate—Mesdames Matthews and Ber- 
rien. Mary McClure was one of the original members 
of the Congressional Union. In the early days she was 
a White House picket, a devoted member and founder 
of the National Woman’s Party. She was interested 
in archeology and architecture and travelled exten- 
sively. She was also a pioneer member of the D. A. R., 
a woman of wide interests and sympathies. 


At this meeting announcement was also made of the 
contemplated amalgamation of the World Woman’s 
Party and the Equal Rights International. It was 
stated that this amalgamation is one of the most im- 
portant steps that has been made in the campaign for 
equal rights. The object of the new organization will 
be to advance the status of women throughout the 
world and to promote the recognition and establish- 
ment of liberty and equality without distinction of sex. 
The Council approved the idea of the amalgamati 
the proposed constitution and the new name Wo 


Union of Women for Equal Rights.“ 


Women Seek Role In Draft 
In the Philadelphia Inquirer of October 9, 1940, the 
following appeared: 


Seeking the eligibility of women for appointment 
on draft boards, the Women’s University Club of Phil- 
adelphia yesterday voted to send a letter to President 
Roosevelt, requesting him ‘so to modify the selective 
service regulations as to make women eligible to serve 
on the appeal board.’ | 


Existing regulations make women ineligible to 
serve on draft boards. 


“Prior to yesterday’s action by the local university 
women, the national committee on economic and legal 
status of women of the American Association of Uni- 
versity Women, also sent an appeal to President Roose- 
velt to modify the ruling of the selective service law 
by removing the word male“ from the sentence in- 
cluding the words male citizens” as those to be a 
pointed. The appeal was sent through the committee’s 
national chairman, Dr. Susan M. Kingsbury, professor 
emeritus of economics at Bryn Mawr College. 


“In support of women serving on appeal boards, Miss 


Helen Harbison, president of the local club, gave these 
reasons: 


“Women’s interested understanding of what draft 
call may mean to the families of those drafted. | 


“The further release for the defense program of 
men, who, because of their business and professional 
— will have extra demands made upon their 


“Many women through their experience in various 


“civic activities are well qualified to serve.” 


The Official Souvenir Program, which will chronicle 
the ceremonies incident to President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt’s induction into office on Jan. 20th, may be 
obtained for 50 cents from the Committee Head uar- 
ters, 810 Rhode Island Avenue N. E., Washington, D.C. 
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46 | EQUAL RIGHTS 


EXTRACTS FROM SOME STATE REPORTS 
PRESENTED AT THE CONVENTION _ | 


Report Of The New York State Branch 


In order to strengthen the National Woman's P . 
work in upstate New York, an Advisory Council, 
formed in Syracuse, is being expanded to provide new 
support for the Equal Rights Amendment. 


In the Spring of 1939 the Council began its work 


with a membership of sixty-five leaders of women’s 
organizations. It obtained endorsement of the Amend- 
ment by all but one of the 38 women Republican ward 
leaders and town leaders in Onondaga County. The Syr- 
acuse Branch has formulated plans for an extensive 
campaign for the Amendment in Onondaga and Cort- 
land counties. The State conventions of the two political 
parties were urged to include equal rights planks in 
their state platforms. In view of the world-wide threats 
to the position of women (and this influence is being 
alarmingly felt in this country) women in New York 
State are thoroughly aroused to the necessity for in- 
creased work for the passage of the Amendment. 


ANNE HARBOTTLE WHITTIC, Chairman. 


New York City Committee 


Only the period from the last National Convention 
until the summer of 1940 is covered by this report. 
Since, after the passage of the ten equal rights laws 
by the New York State legislature it was voted to con- 
centrate on active work for the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment, the activities of the City Committee have been 
much more national than local in purpose and scope. 
The N. V. C. Branch collaborated with George Palmer 
Putnam, in the preparation of the biography of his wife, 
Amelia Earhart, by sending copies of her speeches 
against special labor laws for women and a ——— 
of material showing her belief in equal rights for men 
and women, The Chairman made the research and 
prepared a “Questions and Answers” article for 
“Equal Rights” which was subsequently published as 
the latest “Do You Know” leafiet. The New York 
City Office gave every assistance to the National Chair- 
man, Mrs. Sarah Pell, in arranging the Susan B. 
Anthony birthday celebration, which was held at the 
Friends’ Meeting House, New York in 1939. The co- 
operation of the women’s organizations which had 
endorsed the equal rights amendment was secured, 
and their officers took part in the program. In response 
to the Committee’s invitation young banner bearers 
from colleges and schools appeared, lending a colorful 
note to the ceremony. We feel sure that the speeches 
of Alice Paul, leader of the World Woman’s Party, 
and others stimulated in these young people an interest 
in the feminist movement. Through the New York 
Office the one-hour program was broadcast by the New 
York City radio station and records of the speeches 
at the Meeting House were made. 


The out-of-door ceremony in connection with the N 


placing of a plaque marking the site of Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton’s New York home at No. 250 West 91st Street 
was held under the auspices of our New York City 
Committee and was arranged by Mildred Palmer. 
Messages lh ge were sent by Governor Lehman, 
Senator Mead, Dean Thomson of Vassar College, Mrs. 


Stanton’s Alma Mater and by other persons prominent 
in public life. 

To a great extent, the Seal Campaign, a national 
project, was carried on by the N. V. City office. Vol- 


unteers from the City Committee assisted at the booth 
generously provided by Mrs. Amy C. Ransome, Second 
Vice-Chairman of the N. W. P. at the New York 
World’s Fair. They manned the booth daily and on 
the Woman’s Party Day at the Fair, the luncheon was 
arranged by the New York Office and every possible 
cooperation given toward making the booth a success. 
Speakers on the Equal Rights amendment have ap- 
ed before meetings of the Business Women’s 
und Table, League of Women Voters and Business 


and Professional Women’s Clubs in New York and 


Westchester County; Soroptimist Clubs in New York 
and the Bronx and Queens County; various Republican 
organizations; college alumnae meetings and other 
groups. City Committee speakers have also made sev- 
eral speeches over the radio. 

Among publicity activities was the preparation of 
radio scripts for commentators. Material was 
furnished for the “Gallant American Women” popular 
series of historical events which were broadcast over 
the National Broadcasting Company hook-ups. 


The New York City co-operated with the New Vork 


Herald Tribune in its preparation of a series of meet- 
ings and open forums on Inter-American affairs. At 
the request of a Program Chairman of the American 
Women’s Association an outline for study of the Equal 
Rights Amendment was made by Mrs. Palmer. Taking 
advantage of an opportunity presented by this study, 
a debate on the Equal Rights Amendment between 
Emma Guffey Miller and Dorothy Straus of the League 


of Women Voters was arranged by the American 


Women’s Association. The program and speakers were 
suggested by the New York Office. Prior to the Na- 
tional Conventions of the two major political parties, 
the delegates support of the Equal Rights Amendment 
plank was sought. This report touches only a few 
outstanding efforts. Day by day work, a stroke here 
and one there, have been forgotten, but let us hope 
that in the accumulation they will play a part in our 
ultimate success, 
JANE NORMAN SMITH, Exz-Chairman. 


Illinois Branch 
The Illinois Branch of the National Woman’s Party 
was organized August 19, 1940, at a meeting at Mandel 


Bros. Tea Room, called by Caroline Lexow Babcock, 


Executive Secretary of the National Woman’s Party. 
Thirty founder and life members were listed on that 
day, together with five associate members and three 
registered from Illinois. On November 26, 1940, we 
had seventy-three associate members, seven registered 
and one active member. Between August 19 and Octo- 
ber 19, weekly meetings were held alternatingly, one 
week at lunch and the next week at 5:30 p. m. so as 
to accommodate both homemaker and business woman. 
On October 19 a debate was held at the Hotel Congress 


in the morning and a luncheon at noon. This event 


was attended by approximately 400. This occasion 
was made possible because of the generous interest 
and help of Dr. Annie Ranes. We are also deeply 
indeb for the help of our Vice-Chairman, Mrs. 
Clara Kelley and all other chairmen and members who 
worked so diligently to make the October debate and 


luncheon such a success. Also to our guest speakers, 


Mrs. Rosa Cunningham, Des Moines, Iowa; Mrs. Lucille 
McVicker Lipman of Chicago, Miss Vivien Kellems of 
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New York and Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller of Pennsyl- 
vania, and guest artists Tommy Bartlett, CBS; Mark 
Love, WGN, and Chas. Gergholter of the Chicago 
Civic Opera Co. - 


A complete report of the number of bills introduced 
in our state legislature cannot be included as our 
organization is too recent. However a married woman’s 
bill was killed in committee. Much credit for this is 
due to the work of Clara Kelley, Vice-Chairman of 
the Illinois Branch. A woman jury service bill was 
passed. Our member, Matilda Fenberg, was respon- 
sible for having this bill placed on the books of the 
state legislature. 


Our ambition is to have every one of the 27 Con- 
gressmen and the two Senators pledge themselves for 
the equal rights amendment. r plans include an 
incorporation, with a charter and constitution at an 
early date, which will provide among other things for 
a chairman in every one of the 25 congressional dis- 
tricts, to seek publicity wherever possible in news- 
paper, magazines and by radio, and to have a coordi- 
nating Council consisting of all endorsing organiza- 
tions. Our slogan is “Every member bring a mem- 
ber.” We are grateful to the National Headquarters 
for lending Mrs. Caroline Lexow Babcock to us for 


several months. To show our gratitude we have asked 


her to become an honorary member of the [Illinois 
Branch which we are proud to say she has accepted. 
Her enthusiasm, untiring work and superb ability is 
the important factor which started this Branch. We 
are grateful to our members who journeyed to Wash- 
ington to the 1940 Convention. We believe this was 
due to the cooperation of Marie K. Brown, our trans- 
portation chairman. We are also grateful to Betty 
Browning, of the Chicago Tribune, for her excellent 


publicity, | 
LORRAINE L. BLAIR, Chairman. 


Maryland Branch | 


The Maryland Branch of the N. W. P. reports much 
hard work in the past two years. Together with the 
problem of jury service for women we have also con- 


centrated on organization because we have realized 


the abysmal ignorance of the county people on this 
subject. Through the generosity of Maryland’s own 
Edith Hooker it has been possible to have a paid 
organizer for three days a week to visit the counties, 
contact key women and to hold meetings. In 1939 the 
National Woman’s Party in Maryland for the first 
time in more than twenty years of effort forced the 


passage of the bill for Jury Service for Women through! 


the House by a vote of 71 to 43 and could have secured 
its passage through the Senate except for a success- 
fully carried out trick against us. Nineteen-forty-one 
will witness another effort in that direction. Inci- 
dentally we have worked for the amendment along 


with the Jury bill and I am glad to say with more 


success. Both of our Senators have agreed to support 
the amendment and all of our Congressmen except one. 


At the last session of the Legislature, we were 
successful in having certain discriminations against 
women in the Maryland divorce laws removed and 
today the law is the same for both men and women. 
In 1941 our B. and P. Council is preparing to fight 
the Domicile Law which forces women to accept as 
their place of residence whatever place the husband 
may decide upon whether he lives there or not. With 
the need of relief today, this law has worked great 
hardships upon the women and children in many fam- 
ilies, which have been deserted by the fathers and 
husbands, where relief is greatly needed. 


We have made a great effort to secure the good 


will and cooperation of other clubs. Last winter the 


Maryland Branch was accepted into the Maryland 
Federation of Women’s Clubs without a dissenting 


vote. 


We now have seven branches in the state with sev- 
eral more in process of formation. The latest acces- 
sion to our ranks is a very interesting group of young 
women which has named itself the Amelia Earhart 
branch of the National Woman’s Party. It is composed 
of young women who are interested in aeronautics 
and are anxious for government help, 2 to 
offer their services to the government as soon as they 
are properly trained. Last week we had a request 
from the Association of Beauticians and Hairdressers 
asking permission to bring their association into the 
party as a separate branch. We are also hoping to 
form a branch in the Hopkins University. The num- 
ber of endorsing organizations is now 23. 

In the 1939 legislature an attempt was made to 
introduce a bill to prevent married women from teach- 
ing in the public schools. This, I am glad to say, was 


killed in committee. 


_I attended this summer the convention of the State 
Wide Democratic Clubs in Ocean City, Md., where 
the State Wide Legislative Chairman was emphatic 
in her statement that the State Wide had endorsed 
the Equal Rights Amendment as well as the bill for 
Jury Service, and a special motion was passed order- 
ing —4 copies of this endorsement be sent all mem- 

r clu 


We feel that in Maryland today much excellent work 
has been done and that the Equal Rights Amendment 
is not only known, that it has gained friends and that 
its purpose is better understood. 


MARY MCLEAN HALSEY, Chairman. 


Pennsylvania Branch 


Pennsylvania members have worked untiringly dur- 
ing the past two years, at home, at Harrisburg and in 
Washington. Wires have been pulled—not politically, 
however, as door-bells—telephones and radios have 


called attention to the necessity of passing the EQUAL | 


RIGHTS AMENDMENT NOW. 

Two state bills kept us on the jump for months, writ- 
ing, watching, waiting and worrying, as one was a 
most vicious bill. State Senate Bill No. 45, a section of 
which proposed the restriction of employment of mar- 
ried women teachers. The bill was an amendment to 
the Edmonds Tenure Act. Sponsors of the bill said, 


“A married woman has an occupation, therefore she 


cannot hold two jobs.” When the public hearing was 
held we were there in a body and helped to swell the 
audience of more than 3,000. We denounced the bill 
as unfair, unjust, unprincipled and un-American. We 
ve to report that the bill was killed in Com- 


mittee. 
House Bill No. 758 introduced by our senior woman 


Representative, Anna Brancato, was known as the 


Susan B. Anthony Holiday Bill. It met with little oppo- 
sition, passing the House by a large majority and the 
Senate unanimously. But the Governor vetoed it. 
Why? Here is the reason: “While a most meritorious 
case has been presented by those who would thus honor 
Susan B. Anthony and much as I should like to see her 
so honored, I regretfully veto this measure because of 
the lack of accord among the bankers, who have the 
chief concern therewith.” 

The State Democratic Woman’s Committee, in Con- 
vention in Harrisburg, in April, 1939, endorsed the 
Equal Rights Amendment. 

(Continued on Page 48) 
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A Feminist Thinks It Over 


By ALMA LUTZ — 


WANTED: A SCAPEGOAT 


gn TRANGE ideas about women are floating about, 
I have been wondering how many women are 
lieving them. Hitler, you will remember, has said th 


When lies about women are printed and repeated, 
hope women will not just disregard them as too silly 
believe, but will take positive np 
merism. 
Just recently in the New York Times, a headline 
read, Housewives Are Termed ‘Inferior’ in Survey o 
This Civil Service Test was to 
determine the best group in New York City from which 
Proportional. Representation. canvassers might 
chosen. Housewives made a poor showing in the test, 
and as a result, the report published by the Munici 


Civil Service Commission contained this sentence, . = 


may be that the inferiorty of this group is due to the 
fact that women in general are inferior to men“ 
Absurd; of course, but plenty of people will believe 
it. It stands to reason that the average housewif — 
trained along certain lines, would not answer questio 
in this test with the accuracy and intelligence of stu- 4 
dents or professional groups. That they were suff > 
ciently interested to attempt the test is to their credit. 
At a recent conference of men employers and women 


Writers, an employer stated that men got more re- 43 
| sponsible jobs in journalism than women, because wo- Wor 


men were less likely to stick to a job — do all of th 
routine that a man would do on the same job, 


required 
that women chafed at drudgery and wanted a job with 


glamor 
This is the first time that I have ever heard alt 
accused of chafing at drudgery. I do not believe tha 
women in Rigger rs are very different from women 
in other jobs, and the trouble with women in general 
has been that they are too willing to stick to the 
drudgery jobs, too willing to do the routine work and 
let men have the glory. oe 

Not long ago in Harper’s Magazine and later m 
Reader's Digest, an article called “The Inner Threat: 
Our Own Softness,” struck out against women as the 


cause of the weakness and softness in present-day civ- 


ilization. Excessive feminine influence, not war, not 


Fascism, not Hitler, nor even Communism, so said this ‘ 


article, is what threatens our future. 
Undoubtedly the world is soft, but not because of . 


influence of women but rather because of too much f. 


wealth, too much effort-saving machinery, and a wrong 
sense of values. 

But it is comfortable to have a scapegoat, and wo- 
men make a very convenient one. It remains to be seen 0 
whether women in the ea have we much spirit ton 


play the role. 


WOMEN AND THE AMERICAN HISTORICAL 
ASSOCIATION 
Woinen as makers of history were officially recog- 


- nized for the first time by the American Historical As- 


sociation at its meetings in New York City, December 

27 to 30, in a program which had for its title Some 

Aspects of the History of Women,” Dean Mildred 
Thompson of Vassar College presided. The Nurture | 
of Feminism in the United States” was discussed by 
Jeannette P. Nichols of Swarthmore and Alma Lutz of 
Boston. Lillian E. Fisher of the Oklahoma College for 


* 


mission 


Women and Vera Brown Holmes of Smith College dis- 


ceussed the „Inſtuence of the Mexican Revolution on the 


Status of Women. 
To Dr. Mary W. Williams, formerly of Goucher Col- 
lege and a member of the National Woman’s Party, 


goes the credit of winning this recognition for women 


in the American Historival Association. 3 


Mrs. Lois Buenzli, of Philadelphia, member of the 


Executive Council, who attended the Council Meeting 


January 4th remarked “The growing interest in the 
rights amendment is somewhat akin to 
a snowball, gathering momentum, year by year, as 


time rolls on. The rapid growth of sentiment,” she . 


said, namely, sixteen national and more than one hun- 
dred affiliated organizations, is due to the innate sense 
of justice implanted in every human breast and also to 
the continued threats against a woman's right to 
work for a wage. We also feel that the generous dona- 


tion of booths, at the two World Fairs in New ey i 


and San Francisco, by our second Vice Chairman, 

Amy C. Ransome; 

signed petitions asking for the amendment, and took 

home literature, has had much to do with the result.“ 
This issue of “Equal Rights” is being tary to many 

of fhose signatories. We look for many new m 

and subscribers to “Equal Rights.” | 


A Junior Couneil was organized January 9th. 


Hill Weed was elected Chairman. Katherine Garrett, 
Chairman, Dramatics; Catherine Stivers, Ch 


airman, 
Advertising, and Mrs. Clyde L. Garrett, Advisor. The 


spread of equal rights sentiment by plays, . 
and * was planned. 


Pennsylvania Branch 

(Continued from Page 47) 
The high light of the past year was the placing of the 
plank in the platform of the Republican Party, in Phil- 


adelphia, June 27, 1940, reading, “We favor the sub- 
Congress to the states of an amendment to 
the constitution 28 g equal rights for men and 
iladelphia Branch seized the oppor- 
tunity of taking the initial step toward the insertion 
of that plank — enlisting the 3 aid of the Hon. 


women.“ The P 


George Wharton Pepper. 

We have a slogan i in Pennsylvania—“Women have a 
definite place in the world and a right to choose where 
that place shall be.” 

ELIZABETH HATFIELD SCHNABEL, Chairman. 

State reports to be continued in February issue, ether 
with reports of occupational councils.) — 


THE SUBJECTION OF AN | 


THE TRADITIONS OF MAN 
By MAUDE GLASGOW, M. p. Dr. P. H. 


$3.00 


professional and other self- 
support aga 8 women and members of the National 
Woman’s Party can obtain this „ Son at a special rate— 
far below cost—of $1.60 post-paid, from 


M. I. GLASGOW 
23860 Central Park, West, New York City 


— 


Are You One Of Those Who Signed Petitions At f 
The New York Or San Francisco World Fairs? 


where thousands of eager tourists 


— onal — 
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